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7th  Mean Fomhair 2017
Chuig:   Gach Ball don Chomhairle.

A Chomhairleoir,

Iarrtar ort bheith i láthair ag Cruinniú Míosuil Chomhairle Chontae Longfoirt a tionólfar i Seomra na Comhairle, Aras an Chontae, Longfoirt ar an Chéadaoin,  13u Mean Fomhair 2017ag 4.00 p.m chun gnó a dhéanamh d’réir an Chláir thíos.

You are requested to attend the Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council to be held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford, on Wednesday, 13th September 2017 at 
4.00 p.m. to transact business, as set out on the Agenda hereunder.
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Mise le meas,

_______________

Anne Lee,

Meetings Administrator.

C L A R


Prayer before Meeting.

1. Confirmation of Minutes of the following Meetings of Longford County Council  - 

(a)    Annual Meeting held on the 30th June 2017.

(b)    Monthly Meeting 12th July 2017. 
(c) Special “In Committee” Meeting held on the 4th August 2017.

–  copies enclosed.

2.
Matters arising from Minutes.

3.
To note Chief Executive Orders.   (Summary herewith)

4.        To note Monthly Management Report  -  to follow. 

5.         To note adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meeting held on

14th June 2017 -  (copy enclosed).

6.
Finance & Information Systems.

(a)
To note Public Liability Claims received during July and August 2017  –  report enclosed.
(b)
To consider the Local Property Tax Variation in accordance with the provisions of Section 20 of the Finance (Local Property Tax) Act 2012.

(c)
Notices of Motions, submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder –
Councillor Micheal Carrigy.

"In light of the pending new rates legislation and the new valuations for Longford, I call on Longford County Council to introduce a new Business Support Scheme in 2018 to help ratepayers of €10,000 and under, by giving a refund of 5-10% to those who have their liability and any outstanding arrears paid by 1st July 2018. This scheme would also apply to ratepayers on direct debit. The credit would be applied to their account on 1st January 2019."

7.
Housing, Infrastructure, Environment & Emergency Services.
(a) Consideration of disposal of Freehold Interest of Property at Deanscurragh, Longford to Pauline & Tommy Reilly in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 26th July 2017.
(b) Consideration of disposal of Freehold Interest of Property at Carollbrennan, Newtowncashel, to Michael and Josephine Reilly, in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 28th August 2017.
(c) Consideration of disposal of Freehold Interest of Property at Rathcronin, Granard to Ms. Sadie Sheridan, in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 30th August 2017.
(d) Notices of Motions, submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder –
Councillor Peggy Nolan.

(i)
“That this Council provides a list of Bye-Laws invoked by the former Town Council to present to the Joint Policing Committee to ensure their implementation.  Some of these Bye-Laws include the erection of sandwich boards, clothes hanging on balconies of flat complexes, satellite dishes to the front of houses and on-street drinking of alcohol.”

(ii)
“That this Council speed up the putting in place of a Derelict Sites Register, with a dedicated in-house team to deal with property owners who are causing so much distress to adjacent property owners who have to put up with dumping, anti-social behaviour and infestation of rodents. “
Councillor Paul Ross.

"I call on Longford County Council to write to the Department of the Environment to include new build houses on the eligible criteria for the grant for the provision of a water supply to a house."

Councillor Mae Sexton.

(i)
"That this Council immediately demands that the water services be returned to the Local Authority from Irish Water and the mechanism to do so be put in place immediately and that this motion be circulated to all other Local Authorities."

(ii)
"That this Council totally and comprehensively rejects the notion of a semi-state company/entity (Irish Water Mark 2) to drive house building and provide the money to Local Authorities who know the needs in the community and that this motion be circulated to all other Local Authorities."
Councillor Gerry Warnock.
“That Longford County Council write to the Minister for Housing, Eoghan Murphy, outlining our strong opposition to the notion of the establishment of a national body/quango with direct responsibility for the development of public housing. Such a measure would further undermine the role of local government in the provision of local services and again threaten the very fabric of Local Democracy and local decision-making. In rejecting the notion of a national quango we should also reiterate our numerous pleas for procedural reform in how capital funding is allocated to help remove the layers of bureaucracy in drawing down of finance thus allowing local authorities to roll out their capital programmes more expediently. Local Authorities are best placed to deliver public projects. It is Departmental procedures and procurement bureaucracy that are the main obstacles to the speedy rollout of public projects. Please circulate to all local authorities, the AILG, the CCMA and An Seanad Eireann and constituency TDs.”

8.
Economic and Community Development, Planning, Human Resources & Corporate 
Services, 
Cultural & Recreational Services.
(a) To note Planning Applications received since June meeting of the Council.
(b) Presentation by Mona Considine, Manager, Backstage Theatre and Centre for the Arts.

(c) Notices of Motions, submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder  -

Councillor Gerry Warnock.

(i)
“I propose that Longford County Council create a policy where our Planning Office refers any large scale planning applications for residential, commercial, industrial or recreational development to the local Superintendent of An Garda Síochána inviting comments with a view to implementing a "designing out crime through design initiative"
(ii)
“I am proposing that the Government establish a Local Economic Redress Fund to benefit Local Authority Areas that were not prioritised for economic development under the formal Spatial Strategy.


The mechanics of the Fund is that of a central grant being made available to qualifying Local Authorities equating to 50% of their Commercial Rates yield. This would allow qualifying Local Authorities to decrease the Annual Rate of Valuation by 50% thereby allowing existing commerce some fiscal latitude to grow their business and also incentivise new business to set up in the area. The extent of the grant should be for a 5-year period.


I believe that such a measure could provide a much needed shot in the arm to economically challenged counties by creating some space to develop commercially.  I would envisage that implementation of such a scheme would be a significant boost in terms of job creation and balanced regional development.  It would certainly represent value for money as funds would directly benefit the business while being of no monetary disadvantage to the Local Authority. 


I propose that global valuations would not be included in the scheme as they operate on a national basis.


I request that this proposal be sent to the Office of The Taoiseach as this will likely require inter departmental co-operation to realise.  I also request that this proposal be circulated to all other Local Authorities and to the AILG.”


Councillor Micheál Carrigy.

"I call on Longford County Council, An Garda Síochána and the various community text alert groups in Longford to develop a countywide Community CCTV network linked into our district Garda Stations."
Councillor Martin Mulleady.

"I call on Longford County Council to immediately carry out a promotional campaign in the UK to promote Longford as a location for firms considering relocating from the UK as a result of Brexit."
Councillor Mark Casey.

"That the Chief Executive will within two months report to the Council, for their consideration, setting out:   On how this Council plans to implement the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD). This international treaty which sets out how human rights are to be promoted and protected specifically for people with disabilities of which Ireland has agreed to. With 5,404 people in Longford are living with disabilities (14% of the population) and 30 people with disabilities on the housing list. What measures have been taken and are planned by this Council to ensure the participation and engagement by people with disabilities and their representatives in local decision making structures and mechanisms and what plans are in place to ensure suitable housing is provided."
9.
General

(i) Notices of Motions submitted by Councillors, as listed hereunder –

Councillor Micheal Carrigy.
"I call on the Minister for Health to add Crohns Disease to the list of prescribed illness on the Long Term Illness Scheme."
Councillor Seamus Butler.
"I call on Longford County Council to support the moves to develop the Post Office network into a real banking force with current accounts and full banking services, based on the New Zealand model. This will primarily serve rural areas where bank branches have closed and mitigate against the closure of hundreds of rural Post Offices." 
Councillor Pat O'Toole.
"I call on Longford County Council to call on the Government to ratify the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UN CRPD) which sets out how enjoyment of human rights are to be promoted and protected to enable people with disabilities to live full lives in their communities.  Ireland signed the UN CRPD in March 2007 which committed Ireland to its ratification and therefore to its progressive implementation therefore its ratification is long overdue."

Councillor Paul Ross.

(i)
"I call on Longford County Council to write to the Minister for Health to ask him to provide free anomaly scans on a national basis as part of the antenatal programme."

(ii)
"That Longford County Council supports the hospitality and tourism sector which supports 1,271 jobs in Longford and is a critical component of our offering to tourists, with tourism spend in Longford worth €17 million in 2016.  This Council backs the ‘Support Your Local’ campaign in calling for a reduction in excise tax on alcohol in budget 2018, in order to support local jobs, the hospitality sector and our local economy.”

(ii) Correspondence – circulated.
(a) Letter dated 12th July 2017 received from Bank of Ireland Group regarding banking services in County Longford.
(b) Letter dated 19th July 2017 received from Longford Westmeath Education & Training Board regarding the establishment of a new second level school in Edgeworthstown.
(c) Letter dated 20th July 2017 received from Minister Shane Ross regarding uninsured drivers.
(d) Constituency Commission Report 2017  -  available with A. Lee.
10.
Votes of sympathy.

11.
Training -


Consideration of Report from Corporate Policy Group.
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